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economy, asked her to show herself French at
heart, and to keep the king on the narrow path;
a difficult task, with many a reef and danger
through which Marie, for all her good intentions,
could not steer. A consciousness of filial duty
prevailed in the queen's Jieart; on the afternoon
of 15th September Stanislas Leczinski arrived at
the Chateau de Bouron, The King of Poland was
received by Villars when he dismounted and he
embraced him and thanked him for his services;
then he held his daughter in a long embrace,
unable to express adequately his great happiness.
On 16th, Louis XV visited his wife's parents and
bestowed on them every possible sign of his
respect and his friendship. His conversation, so
Villars recalls, was freer and easier than anyone
could have expected; he talked a lot and without
constraint of self-consciousness; a dinner concluded
the interview and the guests parted very pleased
with one another. Marie had never felt so happy;
her husband's affectionate deference to those she
dearly cherished filled her with joy; and she was
pleased with him for conduct which could only
add to her gratitude.

Being appreciative of literature and the arts, and
loving the conversation of the well-informed, and
herself open-minded, the queen's interests were
many and varied. She was "well able to judge a
picture, piece of sculpture or a monument and to
discern the merits of a book of history or philo-
sophy; she could justify her opinions, and she
continually strove to widen her knowledge in